Best Links

Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education

www.aashe.org  

An association of colleges and universities working to advance sustainable thinking and practice throughout higher education in North America - from operations and governance to curriculum and outreach. AASHE serves as an umbrella organization for the campus sustainability movement, connecting practitioners to resources, knowledge, and professional development. 

Apollo Alliance 

www.apolloalliance.org
A nation-wide coalition of labor unions, environmental groups and community-based organizations convened to pursue a cooperative, state by state agenda to create good jobs, achieve energy independence, revitalize underserved and rural communities and improve our environment. Coalition partners endorse the Apollo Alliance Ten Point Plan which is an outstanding political platform for red, blue and purple states. 

Community Food Security Coalition 

www.foodsecurity.org  

Dedicated to building sustainable, local and regional food systems that ensure access to affordable, nutritious, and culturally appropriate food for all people at all times. The Coalition seeks to develop self-reliance among all communities in obtaining their food and to create a system of growing, manufacturing, processing, making available, and selling food that is regionally based and grounded in the principles of justice, democracy, and sustainability. 

Climate Solutions

www.climatesolutions.org    

Working to stop global warming at the earliest point possible by helping the Pacific Northwest and British Columbia become world leaders in practical and profitable solutions. Climate Solutions’ organizing approach is transforming the global warming debate in the region and laying the groundwork for a successful, multi-stakeholder climate action agenda, generating fresh political momentum for energy and transportation solutions that benefit the region.

Convention on Biological Diversity 

www.cbd.int
The first global agreement on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. Since the World Summit in 1992, this biodiversity treaty gained rapid and widespread acceptance. Over 150 governments signed the document in 1992, and since then more than 187 countries have ratified the agreement. 

David Suzuki Foundation 

www.davidsuzuki.org
Since 1990, the David Suzuki Foundation has worked to find ways for society to live in balance with the natural world that sustains us. Focusing on four program areas – oceans and sustainable fishing, climate change and clean energy, sustainability, and the Nature Challenge - the Foundation uses science and education to promote solutions that conserve nature and help achieve sustainability within a generation.

Earth Economics 

www.eartheconomics.org     
Applying the science of ecological economics to promote healthy ecosystems, communities and economies. Works in the local Puget Sound region and around the world. See recent ecosystem services assessment of the Puget Sound region. 

Ecological Footprint

www.myfootprint.org
An online quiz plus resource links to estimate the area of land and ocean required to support your consumption of food, goods, services, housing, and energy and assimilate your wastes. Your ecological footprint is expressed in "global hectares" (gha) or "global acres" (ga), which are standardized units that take into account the differences in biological productivity of various ecosystems impacted by your consumption activities. 

Facing the Future

www.facingthefuture.org

Positive, solutions-based educational programming designed by and for teachers, brings critical thinking about global issues to students in every walk of life. Facing the Future
works within the education system to help teachers help students achieve academic success, while preparing them to create and maintain positive, healthy, and sustainable communities. They provide curriculum resources, teacher workshops, and service learning opportunities used by teachers, schools, and districts in all 50 states and over 60 countries.

Green for All 

www.greenforall.org
A national organization building an inclusive green economy strong enough to lift people out of poverty. By advocating for state and federal commitment to job creation, training, and entrepreneurial opportunities in the emerging green economy, especially for people from disadvantaged communities, Green For All fights both poverty and pollution at the same time. 

Green Schools Initiatives 

The following links are state-wide efforts to support schools in developing sustainable programs and policies from operations to academics. www.wagreenschools.org  and www.sustainableschools.org
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 

www.millenniumassessment.org
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment is the best world-wide assessment of the consequences of ecosystem change for human well-being and the scientific basis for action needed to enhance the conservation and sustainable use of those systems and their contribution to human well-being. The MA has involved the work of more than 1,360 experts worldwide. Their findings, contained in five technical volumes and six synthesis reports, provide a state-of-the-art scientific appraisal of the condition and trends in the world’s ecosystems and the services they provide (such as clean water, food, forest products, flood control, and natural resources) and the options to restore, conserve or enhance the sustainable use of ecosystems. 

One Planet Living
www.bioregional.com
BioRegional Development Group is an entrepreneurial, independent environmental organization creating model communities around the world that are demonstrating how to have an ecological footprint that only consumes one planet’s worth of resources. See the ten principles of one planet living. 

Positive Futures Network; YES! Magazine

www.yesmagazine.org    

The Positive Futures Network and its award-winning, ad-free, quarterly magazine YES! support people’s active engagement in creating a just, sustainable, and compassionate world. Powerful innovations are taking hold within agriculture, businesses, criminal justice, and schools. This work is barely visible in the media and the prevailing political discourse, yet holds the promise of transforming the foundations of our world. The work of the Positive Futures Network is to give visibility and momentum to these signs of an emerging society in which life, not money, is what counts; in which everyone matters; and in which vibrant, inclusive communities offer prosperity, security, and meaningful ways of life. 

Redefining Progress

www.rprogress.org 

Local debates over what, how much, and where to develop, along with what form development should take, remain highly politicized, and, as such, cry out for impartial analysis. To meet this need, Redefining Progress developed its Scenarios for Sustainability (S2) toolkit. S2 provides decision makers with quantitative information about the degree to which alternative land use planning and policy options achieve environmental, economic, and social sustainability objectives. It does so by adapting elements of two well-known sustainability indicators to the local level: The Ecological Footprint (EF) and the Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI).

Sightline Institute  

www.sightline.org    

Sightline is the Northwest’s’ premier think tank on sustainability issues. Sightline publishes the Cascadia Scorecard, an index of seven key trends critical to the future of the Northwest. Sightline uses the Cascadia Scorecard to identify the most important systemic solutions for the region: high-leverage changes that could redirect business as usual to more sustainable ends. 

Sustainable Measures 

http://www.sustainablemeasures.com/Indicators/index.html
An excellent tutorial on indicators of sustainable community; ways to measure how well a community is meeting the needs and expectations of its present and future members. One of the primary goals of the site is to explain what indicators are, how indicators relate to sustainability, how to identify good indicators of sustainability, and how indicators can be used to measure progress toward building a sustainable community. 

Sustainable Industries Journal 

www.sustainableindustries.com

If the news is any indication of where the smart money is then the Sustainable Industries Journal reports it all. The Journal also publishes annual reports featuring special sustainability rankings for college MBA programs, businesses, green buildings, and more. There’s a lot of good news out there on how to meet the triple bottom line. 

United Nations Millennium Development Goals

www.unmillenniumproject.org
The Millennium Development Goals are the world's time-bound and quantified targets for addressing extreme poverty in its many dimensions-income poverty, hunger, disease, lack of adequate shelter, and exclusion-while promoting gender equality, education, and environmental sustainability. They are also basic human rights-the rights of each person on the planet to health, education, shelter, and security. 

Worldwatch Institute

www.worldwatch.org

An independent research organization focused on generating and promoting ideas that empower decision makers to build an ecologically sustainable society that meets human needs. The Institute's interdisciplinary research is based on the best available science and focuses on the challenges that climate change, resource degradation, and population growth pose for meeting human needs in the 21st century. Worldwatch seeks innovative solutions to intractable problems-emphasizing a blend of government leadership, private sector enterprise, and citizen action that can make a sustainable future a reality. 

World Without Us

www.worldwithoutus.com
This is the website for Alan Weisman’s book, The World Without Us. You will find a series of interactive features as well as book excerpts and interviews with the author. 

