Eagle Eye Inquiry Handout
Here are the inquiries associated with key characters and concepts embedded in the Eagle Eye Legend. The same inquires are annotated in the margins of the Eagle Eye script, but are offered separately here so that teachers can edit them, integrate curriculum and use them to catalyze classroom discussions, small group dialogue, or research projects. 

INQUIRY 1

 “the humans have left...” 

Consider a thought experiment. What would happen to Nature if for some reason humans were not part of it? What would happen to Nature without us? What would be the sequence and timing of events? What could we then learn by working backwards from a thought experiment like this? 

INQUIRY 2

“Eagle Eye saw everything as it was…
but for one thing coming, he couldn’t see it.”

This theme is repeated a number of times throughout the Legend. Of course it’s a metaphor for the behavior of human beings, but what does it mean? As sophisticated as we think we are, what is the one thing we’re not quite seeing? Something of consequence?

INQUIRY 3

“…and so she leaps from the nest.” 

For eagle teenagers, fledglings, there is a very clear moment of initiation. How are youth in our culture initiated into the adult world? Are you an adult? How will you know? If appropriate initiation experiences are not supported by the adult community, youth will be initiated anyway, but in ways that are not always constructive for a healthy society. Examples? 

What are the positive rites of passage in contemporary life? What are the shadow initiations?  Where are the gaps? Who are the guides?

Take a look at the Eagle Eye Expert Commentary chapter called, “When does a career begin?” How do our early childhood and schooling experiences set a path or initiate us for our future careers?

INQUIRY 4

“See this egg!... am I in the world or is the world in me!”

Do you find evidence in human systems of Duck’s philosophical world view, that everything is nested inside one system or another? Where is the center point in such a continuum of nested systems? Where do humans fit in to this? In particular, what is the interplay between ecological systems and economic systems? 

Explore the work of One Planet Communities, especially the ten principles of one planet living. These folks have some answers and are working with developers around the world to build communities that can prove it. www.oneplanetliving.org
For systems thinking on a global scale, study the progress being made year by year on the United Nations Millennium Development Goals www.undp.org/mdg/
Learn more about systems thinking and what it takes to become ecologically literate. www.ecoliteracy.org
INQUIRY 5

“Win, win, win…” 

Is this even possible? We usually think of competition as winning by beating the opposition. Can you compete to cooperate for common advantage? How does Nature follow this principle? 
How might this same principle work in human systems? Can cities do this? 
Can nations?

Explore www.earthcharter.org
Other powerful alliances competing to cooperate. 

www.greenforall.org
www.apolloalliance.org

Explore what it might be like to become a participant in the mother of all economic systems. Explore www.earthinc.org
INQUIRY 6

“proper scale of the project…”
What evidence can you find that your local government is seeking the proper scale in its policies and practices? Rooftop rain harvesting to flush toilets and irrigate landscaping? Community-based wind or solar systems? Neighborhood cluster economies around transit centers? Local food systems? Local sewage to energy systems? Toilet to tap water? Google away…

Where does high tech meet old Nature? The Sierra Club website lists excellent short articles on compact neighborhoods. www.sierraclub.org/sprawl/community
Measure the current walkability of your neighborhood at: www.walkscore.com/
Explore scale by comparing fast food to slow food at www.slowfoodusa.org
Also fascinating:  www.100milediet.org
INQUIRY 7

 “ecosystem services, free…”
Eagle Eye Daughter can’t quite keep up with the ecological economic logic of these geese. Can you? You might read up on the issue at the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment website; a worldwide, state-of-the-art scientific appraisal of trends in the world’s ecosystems and the economic services they provide. www.millenniumassessment.org
For examples of ecosystem services this is a good primer. 

http://www.ecology.org/biod/value/EcosystemServices.html
Here you will find an excellent paper on the Value of Natural Capital in Settled areas of Canada.  http://www.ducks.ca/aboutduc/news/archives/pdf/ncapital.pdf
Go to the Eagle Eye website and read and compare three articles on why the GDP is not an accurate measurement of sustainability.

INQUIRY 8

“Did it matter?”

For an award winning and humorous essay on the relative role of the human species from the point of view of a fungus see…

“Interview with a Fungus.” By Diane Brooks Pleninger. www.alaskawriters.com/dianestory
INQUIRY 9

“Cool…it. Girl.”
If a glacier could only talk faster what stories would it want to tell us? What do you think a fully informed citizen should know about global warming? What are the most trusted sources of information on this issue?  Explore the Intergovernmental Panel on Global Climate Change. www.ipcc.ch
What effects will global warming have on your local region? What are your sources of information? Who is doing this kind of long, slow planning? 

Explore the BC connection at: www.livesmartbc.ca
What are the solutions you are taking responsibility for? www.climatesolutions.org
INQUIRY 10

“Ruined? Evil? Where did you get that? Look, Lady, all I know is…” 

Does Nature practice morality? Or does Nature follow opportunities?

The Bark Beetle chewing up our forest resources presents a unique challenge for us. Do we blame the beetle for seizing the opportunity, or do we take responsibility for understanding the long term, systemic consequences of our actions? Without blame, how do we come together to work out long term solutions at the systems level that can benefit everyone including future generations? 

At least we know this: Blame is a pretty low level human response. What are the skills needed for a high level human response? How do we train ourselves in those skills?

Explore the philosophy of Elisabet Sahtouris, “Skills for the age of Sustainability.”

www.ratical.org/LifeWeb/Articles/theBridge0502.html
“Since the last mass extinction…” 

It is interesting to note that there have been five mass extinctions in the history of our planet. We are now in the middle of a sixth mass extinction. And we are driving it. A Google search for “Sixth Mass Extinction” turns up hundreds of articles, foremost of which is an excellent paper by Paleontologist Dr. Niles Eldredge who is the Curator of the "Hall of Biodiversity" at the American Museum of Natural History.

http://www.actionbioscience.org/newfrontiers/eldredge2.html

INQUIRY 11

“Froggie cousins. Got glands. Special glands. Ooze antibodies. 

Kill every known. Bacteria.”

Frogs are just one example of massive worldwide biodiversity loss. Most of our foods and medicines come from the unique chemical properties of nature and we only know about 5-10% of what’s out there.  
Take a moment to Google “biodiversity loss” and also “frog extinction.” 

How can we even begin to research what benefits we are missing from Nature’s wondrous chemical lab if we don’t know what’s there? 

Perhaps we could study Nature as “Master Chemist and Engineer” to see how we might mimic its wonders. The Biomimicry Institute is a good place to start, especially the case studies. 

www.biomimicryinstitute.org 

INQUIRY 12

“it’s the speed of it…that’s so dangerous… sister”

It is easy to get stuck thinking that extinction is something that happened long ago, like during the age of dinosaurs; that evolution pretty much already did its thing and now here we are living our lives. In truth, we are currently experiencing the extinction of about 30,000 species a year.  This is way beyond the usual background rate of naturally occurring extinctions. By the end of this century we may have lost half of all species. Will we become, by default, the managers of the last zoos on Earth? 

Google “sixth mass extinction”

INQUIRY 13
“Eagle Eye Daughter had had enough!” 

What has Eagle Eye Daughter learned? How do all these parts make a whole? 

She gives up. She goes home. 

If the world‘s citizens and their leaders gave up right now, gave up hope of slowing down global warming, gave up hope of clean air and clean water, gave up hope of feeding everybody, or protecting enough natural resources so that future generations will not suffer… what would happen?  

Knowledge is power. What are you going to do with it? 

INQUIRY 14

“if a tree falls in the forest…”

Now we play with an old philosophical riddle: If a tree falls in the forest, and there is no one around to hear it, does it make any sound? One can riff on this in many directions. For example: If global warming just feels like more days of nice weather, is it really something I need to think about? I water comes out of my tap every time I turn it on, is there really a world wide problem with water? Try imagining five or six similar conundrums on your own.

The larger metaphor here is the real inquiry. What does the tree falling over and the one human being that hears it  and all of the others who follow him, symbolize for how we perceive our present relationship to the world?  

Make a list of tipping points towards achieving sustainable prosperity within a generation. Sequence them. Prove them. You might enjoy an interesting paper on this subject at the David Suzuki Foundation:  http://www.davidsuzuki.org/files/WOL/DSF-GG-En-Final.pdf
By the way, why is it that youth tend to lead the way in rapid massive social change? Do we have historical evidence of this? 
In your own life, at home, or among your friends, how are you a model for the coming sustainable economy? 

INQUIRY 15

“like sea-foam nudging up the beach…”
Historically, when mass social change has occurred, what are the successive waves, events or circumstances that build toward it? Can you name some examples?

How would you map the waves building now in our own lifetime towards sustainable prosperity? Three top books exploring this massive soft revolution…

The Great Turning, www.thegreatturning.net
Blessed Unrest, www.blessedunrest.com
The Necessary Revolution, Google for more resources
INQUIRY 16

“Silently, he reached out and he touched the bark…” 

Try your hand at writing a poem, short essay or scientific treatise that artfully captures the myriad interactions within a living ecosystem. Start anywhere. Scale up. Scale down. It’s all nested. Can you think of any system in nature that is not ultimately a closed loop?

INQUIRY 17

“planning 2,000 years…”

How does a mature old growth forest plan 2,000 years ahead? What is the natural succession in the development of a forest?  

What city, nation, or corporation has that kind of long-range planning and vision? What happens when companies, governments or individuals plan long term like this? Do we have any examples? How does it change the way we consider our current behavior? 

Or perhaps think about it this way. What kind of planet would you like your great grandchildren to inherit? Are we on course?

Read three fascinating narratives imagining what a sustainable future would look like in the year 2100. http://www.uvm.edu/giee/ESDA/am2100.html
INQUIRY 18

“blink”
If “Owl’s blink” is our moment in history, how would you characterize the “blink” we are in right now?

If our generation is the transition generation from the industrial economy to the sustainable economy, how are we doing? Is it a smooth transition? A rocky one? Can the world achieve sustainable prosperity within a generation? Can you outline the top ten steps to actually achieve it?  

The annual State of the World Report is a very good place to start. It is part of the Millennium Project of the World Federation of UN Associations. Each chapter explores one of 15 Global Challenges. Learn more at:  www.stateofthefuture.org
INQUIRY 19

“Oh daughter, who will give everything names?

Human beings are a conscious species. We know that we know. We study and give names to things. Does a salmon bother to name itself salmon, or coho, or silver or Oncorhynchus kisutch?

Why are these words, the last thoughts uttered by old Eagle Eye just before he dies, so important to him?

Which comes first, thinking or language to think with? As a language-making, conscious species, what are our responsibilities? Language creates knowledge 

creates action?

INQUIRY 20

“they are talking about hope, about possibilities, about responsibilities…”
Do you feel hopeful?

What are the possibilities in your life time? In your city? In your province or state? Around the globe? What are the responsibilities of citizenship today? 

You might be interested to know that the King of Bhutan initiated a movement called Gross National Happiness to define development in terms of the happiness of the Bhutanese people, rather than an abstract economic measurement such as the Gross National Product.

http://www.grossinternationalhappiness.org/gnh.html
To learn how the idea of measuring happiness applies to Canada, you may want to know about the Canadian Index of Wellbeing, a tool to measure health, standard of living, quality of the environment, time use, education, community vitality, civic engagement, and arts and culture.   http://www.atkinsonfoundation.ca/ciw
Perhaps you already know about the “one tone challenge.”

http://www.seedsfoundation.ca/otc/
What is your action?

INQUIRY 21

“Eagle Eye!”

This is the title of the story. Why? 

INQUIRY 22

Eagle Eye is just a made up story, a legend in the tradition of all other teaching stories in which important values and life lessons are embedded in a memorable narrative. What is the human tradition of telling stories? For what social purpose? What is the role of storytelling among First Nations and indigenous people?

Here is the really tricky inquiry…

What are the modern stories we live by? TV ads? Things I wear? Capitalism? Socialism?  Bottled water? Religion? Sports heroes? What are the underlying values represented in the collage of stories that you are living?  

Many people feel that we are at a tipping point or some kind a great turning from one kind of human system to another. It’s a great time to be awake and alive. Explore more about the great turning here: 

http://www.thegreatturning.net/
Also you will want to familiarize yourself with the principles of the Earth Charter.  You can read it in 30 different languages.

http://earthcharter.org/
