Policy Solutions in Canada

Building a Sustainable Economy

This page is excerpted from an excellent set of policy papers posted online at the David Suzuki Foundation. http://www.davidsuzuki.org/Economy/
Some of the topics are listed below…

The environment is the very foundation of the economy. Nature provides services such as clean air, water, and soil that are rarely factored into the cost of doing business. 

Protecting Canada’s environment and conserving natural resources is essential for a competitive economy in the 21st century. 

Many countries have realized that environmental conservation is good for the economy—and they’re taking action. Places like Sweden, Germany, the U.K., Denmark, and the Netherlands are strategically using public policies such as ecological fiscal reform to spur innovation, investment, technological progress, and behavioural change. 

In contrast, Canada has been reluctant to use strong regulations or economic disincentives to protect the environment. The countries that are far ahead of Canada in terms of environmental protection are also outperforming Canada economically. 

The David Suzuki Foundation regularly offers policy proposals that would make Canada a world leader in protecting its rich natural capital.

Doing Business in a New Climate: 
A Guide to Measuring, Reducing and Offsetting Greenhouse Gas Emissions
If you want to help your business reduce its environmental impact, this is a must read. Providing a roadmap on how to decrease carbon emissions, Doing Business in a New Climate offers a wide range of resources.

Pricing Carbon: Saving Green -- 
A Carbon Price to Lower Emissions, Taxes and Barriers to Green Technology 
Putting a price on carbon--through a carbon tax or through a cap-and-trade system--has been widely accepted as the most effective economic instrument to reduce carbon dioxide. 


Switch Green: How to promote energy efficient appliances in Canada

 HYPERLINK "http://www.davidsuzuki.org/Economy/EFR/Switch_Green.asp"  
This revenue-neutral policy would reduce annual household energy consumption by 1,440 gigawatt-hours--the equivalent of taking 120,000 homes off the electricity grid--and greenhouse gas emissions by 275 thousand tonnes each year. 


Drive Green: Tax incentives for efficient company cars
This proposal shows how Canada can reduce greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution while reducing fuel costs for businesses and employees. 

Forever Farmland: Agricultural land-use reform
Preserving Farmland, especially in proximity to populations centres is essential to sustainable cities. This  report looks at recent changes that threaten the integrity of British Columbia's Agricultural Land Reserve. 

Smart Generation: An analysis of electricity production in Ontario 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.davidsuzuki.org/files/Climate/Ontario/Smart_Generation_summary.pdf" \t "_blank"  
Ontario can immediately develop renewable energy, become more energy efficient, have a more  reliable electricity system, cleaner air, and thousands of new jobs. 

Sustainability Within A Generation

http://www.davidsuzuki.org/Economy/Sustainability/
Our overall goals are contained in the report, Sustainability within a Generation. The report outlines how a long-term national plan with clear targets and timelines would generate less pollution and waste and improve the quality of life for all Canadians. 

The policy changes in Sustainability Within a Generation are simple and involve a common theme: making the market work better. For example, Canada still subsidizes polluting industries such as mining and oil exploration. Instead, Canada should use a preventative approach, which is less expensive than cleaning up after environmental degradation occurs. Our recommended legislative changes would make polluters pay and benefit good environmental performers, which would put Canada ahead both environmentally and economically. 

